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Going abroad

A small Portland retailer
finds success in one of
the new EU countries

BY BILL LASCHER

could not have come at a better time for
Merry Lynch, owner of Papier Gourmet
in Portland.

Lynch’s interest in Poland may seem sur-
prising, as she operates a small stationery store
nestled between the tourist bustle of Port-
land’s Old Port and the office buildings sur-
rounding Monument Square. Lynch spends
hours at a broad table in the back, consulting
with well-heeled customers in search of just
the right invitations to their weddings, birth-
day parties and other events.

Lately, though, she has been spending
much of her time overseas. In January 2003,
Lynch took the unusual step of opening her
second store in the Polish city of Lodz, the
home town of her husband, Zdislaw Pavlak.
The store, which on the inside is nearly identi-
cal to the Portland establishment, was given a
boost on May 1, when — along with nine other
nations — Poland became a member of the
European Union. The country immediately
became a lucrative destination for American
investors looking to expand upon their pres-
ence in Europe.

Lynch and Pavlak, however, had different
reasons for expanding abroad. “This is a good

P oland’s accession to the European Union

Continued on page 6




now rivaling the Portland location. Ac-
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